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ferred to such crops as would
economize labor, retain and in

Draiuage aud thorough cultiva-- '
tion will increase yield in crop by
making more inert plant food that

stored iu the soil available; but
will also help to exhaust the fer-

tility of the laud more rapidly.
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ltraan county Beglna on the 1st
day (7th day) oiiarcn
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u...rMh (Uth davl and October
aayj, ana may
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teffl1 r "
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inflower county Begins on the 6th

lay after Uie ana Jttonaav oi jaarea
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r.hlnrton county Beirins on the 8th

2nd Monday of Marchhdnv after the
. . . .r .i r i ri. a

,yutni ana uoiouer uw.iuj,
.i Anntiniia !W lllftlclal tlaVS.v.... .u. ton.county begins ou mo
fmquena the 2nd Monday of March
im ana untODer uiiininij biu,
i), and may continue 11 judicial days,

CHANCER COURT.

IsRnuena county Begins on the 1st
Idny of April and October, and may
Kinue 6 judicial days.
fashington county Begins on the 2d
iilay of April ana uctooer, ana may
tinim 18 ludicial davs.
kinflowsr county Begins on the 1st
IJay of May and November, and may
iiniie b judicial days.
uitman county Begins on the 2nd

'day of Maj and November, and may
ttinue 6 ludicial days.
timhoma county Begins on the 3d
Nay of May and November, and may
iiinue injudicial days.
loHvar county Begins on the 1st
May of June and December, and may
fimue u judicial days.

Ifgulnr meetings are held by the
fird uf Supervisors as follows ; Blen-Ul- y

1st Monday of January to elect
Fee Commissioners. Annually firtMay of March, to receive
p reports or delinquent and insolvent
1; 1st Monday of AusuBt to receivnanrt
P npon the Assessment Roll ; 1st Mon- -
i i oeptemDer to levy taxes; 2d
puay of December to nass nnnn th
hnquent personal and noil list : and nr.
I Monday next

.
succedlnir aoh tetm... rL.,li O VI

CHAS. CONRAD & CO,

ERCHANT TAILORS,
liltJSENVILLE, MISS.

ported Goods a Specialty.
kin street between Walnut and Locust
pxt DOOB TO BASK OF BHKBNV1LLM.

. II. Leavenworth,
-- Manufacturer of

xough and Dressed
LUMBEE.

flooring, Siding,

ADVERTISING BATES,
Transient AdvmUing, One Square

vuo uaruoQ, St. Ml
Each subsequrnt Imwrtion. ;i

Fees fur Ltal nmii-n-. mhi. i, in
cluded under this head, due oa or before

publication. o proof furaUhed aa-t- il
paid fur.

" Locals," five lines or legs, thla trr
cents for first, zj cents each suW

quent Insertion.
Personal articles or notices charged fot

according to their nature.
lustouiert wiU please rive explicit di

rection, of length of tiineforpublicath
advertisements.

Kegular advertniing, one nuare,Jm
6 ms. $12, I year $20.

Larger advertisements, quarterly, half--
yeariy, ana yearly,

Contracted for at Liberal Bates.

AKHOUHCWQCAWDIDATEI.
or State and District Offices, $11
wionniy unices, Jo
or Beat Offices f
Orders from transient rnntnmera

or written, for lob work, advert
subscription, must be accompanied by

eash. Accounts of regular custo
mers due and presented the 1st of each
month.

PROFESSIONAL
a. rancT. i t uiiiii uaoTr.raacv

PERCY, YERGER & PERCY,

ATTORNEYS AT LAW,
Greenville, Miss.

J. M. JY3STE,!
ATTORNEY AT LAT7,

GREENVILLE, MISS.

Oilice over The Merchants Bank.

Jno. L. Hebron, Jr.
ATTORNEY AT LAW,

LELAND, M1S8.

Will practice In all the courts of Wash
ington county and in the Stat Supreme
and edemil Courts.

Dneclal attention arlven to nrosecutlnsr
claims against railroads for damages to
person, personal or real property.
m, o. riiKLt-it- . joahua latum.

PHELPS & SKINNER,

ATTORNEYS-AT-LA- W;

Greenville, Miss
Oftlca over The Merchants Bank.

F. A. MONTGOMERY,
ATTORNEY AT LAW.

Rosedalk, Bolivar County, Mian.

Dr. JNO. L. HEBRON,

rilYSICIAN AND SURGEON,
HOT SPRINGS, ARKANSAS,

Will give special attention to the treat-
ment of Malarial and Syphilitic Diseas-
es, and Diseases of Women and Children,

Being a Southerner, will take pleasure
tn introducing and extending courtesies
to Southern people,

Office : Ilule Block, opposite Inde-
pendent flath House. maytt

Dr. J. L. Younc;

DENTIST,
(10 Tears Bosldence in GreenvWO

All kinds of Dental work done,
and upon the most approved plan.
HaTOIlicc over Flnlay's Drug 8tore.fSl

Greenville, Miss

Dr. B. H. McNair,
IleHitlent rentijt

OJTICK OVIB

THE MERCHANTS BANK.
Will visit (professionally) alt parts el

this and adjoining counties wh en my
services are needed.

(.'ails to the country promptly attend
ed to novM

ttobt. Honiervlllft, U.K. Johmnii,
Coast? Snrrejof

MIm. liosrtt.

SOMERVILLE& JOHNSON,

CIVIL ENGINEEHS
ASP

Ileal Estate Agent,
UHEKXVIM.E, - ... Mt88.

Olflc oter Bunk of Oiwutllle.

Delta Land Agency.
URF.KVILI.F., HlftHIMirrfi

I will hereafter devote my entire at
tention and labor to the purchase ansl
location of lands for those desiring te)
settle or invest in the Yazoo-Delt-a. I
am familiar with the lands throughout
this section of the State and will an--,

swer all correspondence, furnish any
information, er make any examination
and location of lands desired, llaata
tions also bought, sold and leased.

Real Ftnte Agent and Civil Engineer

Cotton Buyers,
GREENVILLE, MISS.

Highest Cash Prices raid for
Cotton at all times.

Correspondence solicited with plant
ers and merchants. septiJ

Henry T. Ireyo,
COTTON FACTOR.
n

, orriCE atjje Merchants Bank.
GIIKEN V1L1.E, MISS.

Riayletr
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production was not less than f LOO

bushel.
Farmers now sell wneat at i j

cents and still find it a profitable is
crop, notwithstanding land has
risen in value and wages are higher
rather than lower than they were
fifteen years ago, and they can uo
this because they have learned
how to make twice as many
bushels per man. Tbe labor ques-
tion is the great question of the
South to-da- y. It has received less
attention from a purely labor
standpoint than it has in any other
highly civilized country or section

country, and, as a result our
average farm laborer produces no
more than he did twenty or thirty
years ago. we sometimes near

stated that we hare in the south
the best and cheapest labor to be
found in the country, which I be
lieve is true but we can hardly
commend tbe management of this
labor bo long as the product per
mau remains at its present level.
To get the most work out of a man

is essent'Kl that the wort be
directed by an intelligent brain,
and by expert skill, either the
workman's or some one's else.

It would seem to me therefore
that we farmers must do what
they have done iu other iu
dnstrios, learn how to produce
more per man. Intelligent skill in
management must play as impor
tant a part in farming as it does in
railroading, manufacturing and mi
nmg. The main points to consider
are, l ueueve : i : uiuor, a : i ro--

duotive capacity of the soil. 3;
Growing such crops and disposing
of them in such way ai to econ
oinize labor, retain and add for
tility to the soil, and at the same
time return a profit to the farmer.

have placed labor first because
is tbe prime factor in the pro-

duction of either raw or uiauufac
tured goods. Careful considera
tion of the labor question is even
more important iu farming and
planting than in manufacturing
because the value or the work-don- e

is influenced so largely by
outside influences, such as the
rainfall and the temperature.

Again the soil, the plant, and
the animal, are the things that re
quire expert skill and judgment
in treatment to be fully utilized
The present rent and share sys
tern of cropping where almost the
entire management or the land is
turned over to the laborer is
unique from a business point ot
view, and so far as I know con
fined to tbe Southern plainer, u
has reduced the crop capacity of
large areas of the cultivated up
lands below the profitable point
and bankrupted both landlord and
tenant. This plan may have been
necessary and perhaps still is
in some sections of this State, to
make the laborer contented and
thereby retain him, but in no bus!
ness except iu planting could such
a policy be pursued at all without
ruin to the owner or tne property,
So common is the complaint about
the unreliability of labor and diill
culty of controlling it, that we are
apt to overlook what is poruaps
the seat of the trouble i the sys
tern practiced. If the work of
a manufacturing or a railway com
pany is so managed that it tuns to
oav. does auy sensible person lay
the blame on the laborers i

The manager of a business
held responsible for the result ob
taiued, and it strikes me that when
we get tbe system and the man
aeer right in our fanning opera
lions, tbe labor win adjust useii
and be right also.

The labor trouble with tlie plan
ters on the uplands, has bee
brought about largely by trying
to erow a crop that could not be
made profitable under the best
possible management of the sys
tern practiced. Either the laud
lord or tenant, or both, have recei
ved no compensation. The lauor
er ib dissatisuea; ue cannot ue
waked up to anything like his full
capacity, and he is seeking new
fields. At present you are getting
the benefit.of this movement as it
gives you plenty of labor j but It
will not be lone before you will
have the same difficulty to conten
with if you pursue the same policy
that has been so thoroughly uom
onstrated to be impracticable. We
most get more work out of the
farm laborer than we now secure
but the reform movement most
start at the head, instead of at the
foot of the industry.

Tntimatelv associated with the
labor question is the productiv
canacitv of the sou.

At present the question of en
riching the soil is perhaps not con
sidorcd important by the larger
half of the planters in the bottom
notwithstanding a considerable
portion of these lands are not pro
due n as large crops as tuey uav
formerly made. The conservation
of fnrtilitv. the retention of the
wonderful productive capacity of
these lands, Is, however, a ques
tion of prime importance to the
owners of every acre ot land iu

this Delta.
Throughout the country, the

valuation of farm lands is adjust-
ing itself to conform to the pro-

ductive capacity of the laud, or
rather to the profits that may be
made in cultivating the land. It
is the working out of the same
law that moved the flour mills
from Now York to Minnesota, the
cotton mills from New England to
the South, the furnaces from l'enu-sylvani- a

to Alabama.
If the levees stand secure

through the next high water, the
land iu the Delta will appreciate
In value mote rapidly than has oc-

curred iu auy other fnrm lands in

the country, owing to their well

known fertility.' The most pro-

ductive lauds will have very much
tbe highest value, llit-- ill. not
only be the best to sdl but they
will also l tli best ' "P'
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The following was delivered by
Trot Gully, of the A. & M. College,

vention.. Hav. 10th.. 1SS7 :
ms. rresiuenr, ana ueouenien oi me

Convention :

My actual knowledge of the con- -

dtiion of things in the Yazoo Delta
derived from correspondence,

reading, personal inquiries, and
two brief visits to this portion of
the State ; consequently I nicy not

able to present ruuen. that wui of
be of interest to tbe meeting.

The business of farming and
planting is governed however, by
certain geueral principles, the itcounty over, and to those general
principles I will for a short time
take the liberty of calling your at
tention.

Glancing over the broad fields
of labor at this present time, we
notice 1st, that tbe industries are
tending to specialties, and to the itconsolidation of capital in nearly
all enterprises :2nd, that all pro
ducts, raw and manufactured, are
gradually cheapening in money
value : 3rd, that laoor, u we except
tbe lower class or unstuuea wort
men, is not cheapening iu money
value ; 4th, in agriculture, fertility
of the soil on lands that do not re
onire large expenditures to fit
them for cultivation, is being ex
hausted and future productiveness
must be kept up by some system
of fertilization. Keferrlngto our
first beading, the tendencies to
specialties is the result or having
discovered that one man, or a
body of men, can be more easily
trained and can accomplish more
work in one line than they can
when spread over several lines.
Our second beading represents it
simply the outcome of the hrst.

The trained special expert in any
line of work, mental as well as
physical, can prod ace more in
eiven time, ves very much more
than the l and conse
fluently less expert workman turn-
ing out, therefore, a large product
at less expense anu it toiiows mat
competition to make sales reduces
the price. Were it not for the fact
that decrease in price increases
consumption In some form, we
woQld have stagnation in all indus
tries.

If this natural readjustment m

the several industries, I refer to
the increased production, increas
ing consumption and decreasing
cob ud valuet 8ffeoted
tniln.frio.al k wouldiuuuD...v
resuU and the laborer wnoBe
w e8 a. t j,ave remarked, are

,jnearly Butviouarj, wuuiu uo udud
fitted, for the reason that his wages

Mudiciouslv expended
. . . .

would en
bie him to mauige to a greater

extent in the necessaries ana
luxuries of life. Unfortunately
however, for the average farmer.
the rule that holds good in other
industries, does not apply to his
work. The selling price or the
planters and farmers products has
followed the general law orsbrinK
ace. the cost of labor remains the
same, but the product per taoorer
has not generally increasea.

There is a passage in scriptures
which savs "that to him who hath
shall be given, but to him who
hath not shall be taken even that
which he hath." The latter part
applies to a large number of our
farmers at this present time. In
addition to having to sell his pro
duct at a constantly decreasing
price, cost of labor remaining the
same, the farmer must from now
on resort to expensive fertiliza
tion on the old lands to grow even
average crops, or he must at large
cost bring in new areas that here
tofore have not been consiuerea
worth the expenditure

To recapitulate the selling price
of all commodities is sinking,
wages are nearly stationary, iu
creasing rather tban decreasing,
and the production per workman
is Increasing in all lines of industry
owing to better supervision, grow-
ing skill, Improved machinery, and
substitution or machinery tormen
except in the growing of crops.
We will not tuclude all tue liners
of the soil for a considerable por
tion of our farmers, the wheat, hay
and corn growers in some sections
of the country have learnea now
to produce more crop per man
but in the Gnlf States to-da- y the
average farm laborer produces
practically no more cotton, corn
or other crop than the average
laborer did ten, fifteen, twenty-five- ,

or thirty years ago.
The above is a1 statement

facts as thev exist, and they are
duo to the working out or natural

minds therefore to adjuBt our work
to conform to these laws as we
can't change them ; 'lis said "the
mills of tbe gods grind slow, but
they grind exceedingly flue," and
it behooves us to keep out from
between the stones.

Some of our modern political
economists have proposed redu
cing acreage of of crop, in cotton
for instance, to hold up the price.
On a par with this idea is the
scheme of our friends, the Knights
of Labor, which proposes to make
wanes nuiform for one class of
labor regardless of individual skill
and ambition to rise in the calling,
The cotton crop of the United
States for the present year pro
mises to exceed 7,000,000 of bales
with an average season. Should
we have a more favorable season
than usual we may produce 7,500,
000 bales. The increase In qaan
titv will TianoBBtlata tha a o I ! ! n rr tn
the crop at a lower price than has

crease consumption at home and
nlirimil SninA twnlvn nr flftflmi

uih euiiorB ot me Aiiiericau
cultnrist, stated that wheat nmut
sell at $1.'J5 per bushel to make it
a profitable crop, m the cost of
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machinery for men, thereby reduc-
ing the number of bauds required last

carry on a plantation and the
alternation of cotton with forage 50
crops that would fill the soil with
roots would retain tbe virgin con-
dition, and yield of the soil in-

definitely, with light applications
of manure or fertilizer unless these ot
soils contain some factor not
known iu any other portion of the 7,

globe.
Tbe grazing and rattening or

cattle is a business that is spread
over half of the country and one
that is receiving more attention
than any other brauch of agricul-
ture from shrewd business men.

Iu the development of the cattle
industry it has been fouud that it bal

cheaper to move the animal to or
tbe food supply than to transfer the
the food to the animal. We notice
therefore that the calf that is bred

Texas may be grazed iu Colorado
or Nebraska then carried to Iowa
or Illinois where the corn is grown
or even to Virginia to be fattened
for market, Lantern bred calves
trom the dairy regions of N. Y.
State are grazed near the Rocky
mountains, fattened in the central
states, and marketed in New York,

Remembering that this Delta
can make bay and corn as cheaply
as any section of the county aud
that will also have large quanitles
of the rich cotton seed, and that it
has but a short distance from the
permanent breeding aud grazing
grounds of Texas, what should
prevent it from becoming the great
beef fattemug ground of the coun
try.

Right at this present time, an
acre of laud well set iu meadow or
forage crop would make a higher
averago return if the crop Iu com
blnatiou with cotton seed were fed
to a fattening steer, than it does
planted iu cottou.

In the interest or the cotton
planter of the future all possible
means of cheapening cost of pro
duction should be carefully and
thoroughly tested, and above all
things the wonderful fortility of
this favored section of the count
ry should not be needlessly wasted

Fourth Judicial District Convention

Fursuaut to call the delegates
of the 4th Judicial District assent
bled In Greenville, June 15th 1887,

to nomluate a candidate tor Dls
trict Attorney. The convention
was called to order by J. S. Mo
Neily, chairman of the Executive
Committee Temporary orgaulza
tion was effected by the election
of J. M. Jayue, of Washington
county as Chairman, J. S. McNeily,
Secretary. The followlngwere ap
pointed committee ou credentials

Washington county ; F. L. Bates,
M. F. Johnson.

Sunflower ;W. I). Parish.
Bolivar; F. A. Montgomery ,Geo,

Wade.
Issaquena ; Jno. L. Root.
Coahoma aud Quitman coun

ties being in contest, wore ro
ferred to the said Committee on
Credentials. And pending the re
port of the committee a recess was
takou.

The convention being re asscm
bled, the commlttoe reported, 1st,
that Quitman county was not rep
resented In the convention j 2d,
as to Coahoma tt ere were two re
ports. The majority recommended
the seating of the delegates or the
Clarksdale convention: aud tbe
minorityrocommondod the seating
of both delegations. Mr. l).
Scott presented the claims of the
Friar's Pilnt and Mr. R. N. Harris
of the Clai'.'sdalo delegation. Bal-

lot being taken the minority report
was tabled and tbe majority was
adopted.

The temporary organization was
then made permanent ; and the
following list of delegates filed
with the Secretary :

COAHOMA COUNTY.
J. W. Cutrer, K. N. Harris,
R. E. Bobo, H.;U. Cheat,
John Mackey, Walter Clark,
J.B.Ferguson, I.. N. Leave),

W.O. ltiiigold.
HOLIVAB COUNTY.

W. R. Shepherd, 8. T. Deason,
W. (J. Boyd, n . i . Aicueuee,
N. W, Coleman, J. C. Cooper,
It. 1,. Sutherland, F, A. Montgomery,
It. J, Nugent, George W ane,
F. M. Acree, it. it, Wiggins.

WASHINGTON COUNTY.
M. Spencer, M. F. Johnson,
M. Javne, Theodore l'ohl,

W.K. Gililart, r . L. Hates,
J. A. V. Feltus, J. C. Greenley,
8. W.Pcrrin, T. M. Williams.
W. E. West, W. I). Ferris,

J. A. uverny.
SUNFLOWER COUNTY.

W. A. Heard. S. L. Richardson,
T. II. Collins, (ieo. F. Ring,
G. K. Smith, W. D. Farlsh,
L. J. l'nge. W. D. House,
J. II. Baker, C. S. McKenxle.

ISSAQUENA COUNTY.
S. B. Duncan, J. L. Root,
John M. Chilton, John W. Heath,

E. N . Bcudder.
Nominations being called for,

Messrs. W. 8. Farish, of Issaquena,
and Thos. R. Baird, of Sunflower,
were placed in nomination. Upon
the vote bv counties. W. S. Farish
received 10 and Tlws. It. BairtWJ
votes; and the norfrUujUon of 4ne1
former was made uja&sjmojxa

CapL Farish being called brie
respondod, expressing bis thai
and obligation for the honor con.
ferred upon him; and pledged
himself to endeavor to justify the
favor and confidence of his con-

stituents.
After the nomination Mr. F. M,

Hainblet, of Qnitman, who bad
missed a train, appeared and rep
resented his comity at tbe closo of
tbe convention. -

Upon motion of Col. Mdnfgom
ery, the present Executive Com-

mittee were continued in office.
Tbe convention having conclu-

ded its labors, adjourned.

If von want a Silves or Gold
WATfiu. a Clock. Silver or nateu
Ware at reasonable prices, go to
the old reliable Jewelry JIouso of)
8. iLlTiii.iiA, Walnut
JfiH tfriMraiitoe l unquestionable. j

ji.ii;4 I

Company has recently commenced
budding a bnuge over the Ohio
that will cost 3,000,000. A bridge

also projected over the Missis is
sippi at Memphis. Lines of rail it
way are being built through and
around this Delta, and it will soon
have shipping facilities both out
and in, eqnaied by those ot no
other body of land equally pro
ductive iu tbe world. If now
these great corporations can see
future development that warrants
such immense expenditure of cap-
ital on their part, what folly on the
part of the owners of this land to
allow its richness and value to be
unnecessarily wasted. Twenty to
forty years ago the settlers on the
rich prairies of the West ridiculed
the man who prophesied exhaus-
tion of fertility in thoBerich, black
soils. The men who believed that
their laud could not be worn out
by coustant cropping in wheat
alone, and who continued to farm
iu accordance with that belief,
have mostly moved on. The fore-
closure of the "iron-clad- " mort-
gage has closed the account of
many a man who worked against
nature's laws iustead of with them.
Rich as these lauds are they can
be woru down until they are not
profitable to cultivate, aud while
the wearing out process is going
on the land is not producing up
to its full capacity.

While many problems rouiaiu
unsolved much has been learned
iu regard to the fertility of tbe
soil, during the past few years,
through the combined enorts ot
the chemist, the botanist and prac-
tical agriculturist. We have lear
ned that the solid rocks contain
material that will make plaut food,
and the same is true of nearly all
kinds of soils from the surface
down to any depth. When the
surface soil is removed the sub-

soil is not fertilo as a rule at first,
but after exposure to the air for a
time it is in some cases more pro-

ductive than the surface. A plant
cannot get food from a solid rock,
but when tho rock is ground up
fine it may make a good fertilizer.
The above are facts observed by
tho scientist and the farmer, and
the scientist has given us the ex
planation by showing through
carefully conducted experiments
iu what is. termed pot culture,
1st, that all plants must have cer-tiii-

materials that are drawn op
through the roots to enable them
to grow. If auy of these materials
are lacking the plant will starve.
2d. Nearly all soils when analyzed
are found to contain large amounts
of these materials, but the soil
containing the most may bo the
least productive Further inves
tigation has deveiopeu tue tact mat
the plunt food in the soil must be
in a certain condition before the
plunt can get it. It must become
soluble or pass into partial solu-
tion before it Is available, 3rd.
When on unproductive soil rock,
bone or any solid material is bro-

ken up and exposed to the influ-

ences of tho oxygen, carbonic acid,
moisture, and warmth of the

the insoluble material
becomes available and totally
unproductive, soil taken from
any depth, may after exposure for
a time, become highly productive.
All intelligent, observing farmers
know that thorough fitting of tho
land and continual working of the
crop, will increase the yield. It
does this because more inert mat
ter Is changed iuto the available
condition. If the soil is saturated
with water the action of the agen-
cies mentioned is checked and the
plant can not get food. It has
been known for 1800 years that
drainage and thorough cultivation
are requisite to grow maximum
crops, but why is a modern disco-
very.

The application of mauures es-

pecially strong, concentrated fer-

tilizers, may have the same effect
on inert material of the soil as the
action of the atmosphere. The
decaying roots of plants also help
to decompose insoluble matter in

the soil and fit it fof plant food.
In the natural process of plants
crowing and dropping their leaves
and finally decaying on tho land,
the land becomes richer) first, by
decomposition of inert soil matter,
second ; by addition made to the
soil from the atmosphere by the
leaves of the plants. Some fer
tilizing material iu the form of am-

monia is carried down to the soil
from the atmosphere by rain and
dow t and it is held by some in
vestigators that under certain con
ditions tho soil may act npon at
mnsnhpriR nitrosron and make it
enter into available combinations,
We have also In some places fer
lilizing material deposited by over
flow.

We have referred now to
the nrincinal sources of fertility,
with the exception of applying
manure, which adds plant food
direct to the soil and may also act
as a decomposing agent to nnlocU
soil fertility not otherwise avail
able. We will next consider ex-

haustion of soil fertility. When
wo apply manure to the soil and
it becomes fitted for plaut food
through decomposition it does not
reinaiu in that condition perma
nently. The Boluble portion may
be taken up by growing plants, it
mav form new Insoluble comuina
tions with Bome material already
m tho soil aud remain iii that con
dition for an indefinite length of
time, until acted upon by some do
composing agent, or it may be
washed out or carried too deep
tn bo reached by the root of
nlunts. Tbctibove applies to so
lulilo nlaiit foocPQenved from any
source. Having a knowledge of
the sources of the supply of for
tility, and knowing tho channels
through which plaut rood may be
d.i..ipaLcd ffO may peihaps study
to udvantflge how to increase the
supply, t oiivi-- i t it into products of
most viilne aui top waste.

crease fertility, and at the same to
time be as profitable as one special
crop.

Ibe lauds of tbe Delta stand
first in tbe production of cotton,
but they are not surpassed in yield

other crops, such as bay, oats
and corn. If the farmers of tbe
central States, where cotton will
not grow, can farm profitably, it
would seem that if we can grow
the same crops aud get even lar-
ger yields than they can secure,
aud at the same or less cost, that
we need not feel tied to the cotton
crop alone, in suggesting a m
versity of crops ou these planta-
tions I do not advocate abandon-
ing the cotton. I believe we should is
increase the amount of cotton
grown iu this country, to the ex-

tent of discouraging its produe
tion elsewhere, aud control if pos iu
sible the cotton industry in all its
branches, planting and manufac-
turing. To do this we must learn
how to make cheaper cotton by
making greater yield per hand,
and we must learn some way of
keeping up the yield per acre on
these natural cotton lands throngu
the years to come.

Ou souio or the ricuest sous m
tho world, and with the most fa
vorable climate, the sugar planters
of this country have done what
the cotton planters of the Delta
are doing to day, paid almost no
attention to cheapening tbe cost
and improving the method of grow
ing and working cuue, with the re
suit that other countries under
less favorable circumstances have
outstripped them iu this industry
aud nearly destroyed their bust
ness. The Louisiana sugar grower
experience station, established to
make a careful study of the sugar
enne growth and mauuracture
should have been started and
worked out before Franco and
Germany learned how to make
sugar from the beet at less cost
than our plauters have been ma
king it from cane. There is the
same necessity for careful expert
mental work now iu the growing
of cottou ou these lands. It
should be the work of this Asso
ciation to inaugurate a series of
investigations iu cottou culture
similar to the work of the Louis
iiuia BtationB on cane. Much may be
done that will bo of great value
by individuals.

If we may judge from the results
ot accidental application or ma
mire, such as may be noticed near
stables on the old lands, there
seems to be no question as to the
value of manure in increasln
crops, and the same is true or cot
ton seed.

I have been unublo to secure
any data in regard to the effect of
red clover or the cow pea on suc
ceeding crops i having heard from
no one who has tried following
these two noted renovating crops
with cotton aud corn in tbe Delta.

It has been demonstrated on the
old cotton plantations ou the up-

lands ot this and other States that
to plant peas each year, reducing
the acreage of cotton and corn
one-fourt- alternating the crops
to have each part of the plantation
iu peas every four years, letting
the peas rot on tne ground or sav
ing enough for bay, we may re-

duce the cost ot cultivation by re-

ducing tho number of hands with-

out reducing total yield. For ex-

perience has shown that this sys-

tem has increased the yield per
acre twenty-fiv- e por cent.

We can secure the same result
temporarily by using the commer-
cial fertilizer as soon as the soil
shows partial exhaustion. Appli
cations of a fertilizer docs not
supply the material removed by
the crop and material wasted, as
has been shown by experiment.
The fertilizer however will turn
loose elements of plant food lock-

ed up in the soil for a few years,
but the stimulating process soon
calls for larger and larger doses to
produce the desired effect and at
increasing cost uutil the limit of
profitable production is reached.
The natural fertility of the soil will
then bo pretty thoroughly exhaus-
ted aud restoration will be a costly
process.

W bilo on a visit to Minnesota
three years ago I was told by an
old settler iu the southern part
of tho State, that not one large
exclusive wheat grower in his
county was solvent. When that
section or the county was nrst
settled exclusvo wheat growing
had paid large profits, but now
only tbe combined wheat, corn,
grass, and stock growers were
making money.

It may seem ridiculous to talk
of combining stock growing with
cotton growing in the Delta, but
bear in mind that I suggest this
plan' for the consideration only of
those whose land begins to show
partial exhaustion.

1st. Stock food, corn, hay, grass,
etc, cau bo grown at less cost in
tho Delta than in any other section
of this county.

2nd. The cheapest and best
stock food for fattening purposes
known is cottou seed, grown here
in abundance and it will continue
to be produced.

3rd. It has been demonstrated in
the eastern and central portions
of Mississippi on land not to be
compared with your soil that stock
growing aud feeding is the most
profitable branch of farming that
can bo followed.

4th. With one half or one third
of tlio lurid planted to cotton, tbe
remainder put Into meadow and
food crops with alternate cropping,
the yield of cotton mny be Rept at
the inaxinmum point for an Indef-nit- e

length of timo, the consump
tion of tbe food crops supplying

"ntnntir.
The uiversiueu system t vruf

ping would tediico tlio working
force and allow the substitution of

The western wheat grower with
bis heavy teams of from two to
six horses, deep working plows, of
barrows, cultivators and other im-

plements, produces large crops,
but be uses up fertility to the ex- -

teut of reducing yield below the
profit point in from ten to fifteen
years, with no more overflows
and the introduction of thorough
drainage, the best deep working
implements aided by light appli-
cations of concentrated fertilizer
and tbe removal of the entire crop,
the same result wilt iu time be
brought about on these so called
inexhaustible lands. The first
thing to guard against then is the
too rapid removal of fertility. I
neither advocate nor practice what
is called the intensive system of
farming which includes large ex
penditures in fertilizers and labor
on a small area of land ; but I would
not have y ou"uuderstaud that I am
recommending poor farming to
prevent exhaustion of soil fertility.
We may save fertility by remov-
ing from the farm only such pro
ducts as do not contain large quan
tities of costly plaut food. Cotton
lint for instance may be sold with
out loss, but the cotton seed cou
tains costly fertilizing matter- - But
we need not discuss this particular
part of the tiuestion. We should
ask firBt, is cotton the most profit
able cron to growt Second, if it
makes the largest return of any
crop at present! Cau we expect
that the yield will not decrease
without the uso of fertilizers I If
not, how can we most cheaply
keep up fertility aud continue to
grow large crops of cotton f

So much Is said about the iuex
haufitible fertility of the lands of
the Delta that it may bo taken for
granted by some that thoy will
last forever. Careful questioning
of several large planters from dif-

ferent counties lying along the
river brings out the following opin-

ion iu regard to this matter. Ou
good average bottom laud three
years' cultivation is required to
thoroughly break and subdue the
new land, and two more years to
reach maximum yield, and five
more years to free the land from
stumps. With a favorable season
and thorough work GOO pounds of
hut may bo produced per acre the
first year, and with everything la
vorablo the yield may increase
uutil it reaches 000 or even 700
pounds by the fifth year. During
the second five years of cultivation
the yield remains about stationary,
varying with the uncertainties ot
the season : bnt after the tenth
year of cultivation the yield grail
uully decreases so that after tho
fifteenth year it drops below 000
pounds, and after the twentieth
year to 400 pounds, ana men to
300 pounds, or one-hal- of the
yield made by the land at its best

This decrease- - in yield ou the old
land is otten charged to unfavor-
able seasons, and not to the wear
nig out of tho lands. If I am
rightly informed the land passes
the maximum production point just
as tue sou is need irom slumps
and gotten into condition to be
most economically tilled, an'" after
twenty or twenty five years, if we
may judgo uy the results, tne land
has depreciated In value more than
fitly per cent on what it was in
trinsically worth at the end of ten
years of cultivation.

If my information is correct,
the loss of an annual yield of from
150 to 300 pounds of lint cotton
represents a moro rapid deprecia
tion for the tunc than will be round
In any other large section or the
country.

Ecasoniug from analogy there
should bo some method by which
this shrinkage in production can
be checked, for it has boon dem
onstrated in every one of the older
States that under a careful system
of cropping and fertilization, tho
virgin yield of new land can not
only be equaled but surpassed on
old land.

There is one point m farming
that has been fully demonstrated
tho world over, and that is that
uo land cau be kept continually in
cultivation and bo made to produce
large crops when tho entire crop
is removed without Inrge appli
cations of manure. Another point
fully settled also Is that where
cultivated crops alternate with
grass or other crops that shades
and fills the soil with roots, light
application of manure will retain
and even increase productive ca
pacity. In a dozen different states
wheat on virgin soils has yielded
ou the average somewhere in. the

Lcinity of25 bushels per aero in
a favorable season. Continued
wheat growing has in all case
brought the average yiold down
to something like ten bushels to
the acre. The timo varies with
the original fertility of tho soil
from 5 to 15 or 20 years. It has
been found in nearly all cases
where it has been tried, that the
alternation of wheat with corn
and clover, with occasional light
dressing of manure, has raised
the yield again above the starting
point. We have many instances
of a similar kind in the growing of
cotton m the Gulf States. It has
been found that the longer this al
ternate system of cropping is de
layed the greater the exponse Bnd
time renuired to restore prouuci
Iveness, mid that it is much less
costly to mako this change while
the land is still in fertile condition
rrudeiico would suggest therefore
the adoption or the alternate sys
tem of cropping on tlieso hinds
before the fertility is exhausted to
the extent of scnonsly reducing!
the yield.

n Hie third point 1 nii'Otioiied
as worthy of consldeiatlon, I re

teilinO, bninqleS.haws. We must make up our
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